November-December 2009

New Year brings a new
Esperance Community Arts EO

Esperance Community Arts ECA) would like to officially announce
the appointment of Sophie Davidson as their new Executive Officer.
ECA, the peak arts body in Esperance, promotes and coordinates
arts activities in the community and after almost three years the
current Executive Officer Mary Rogers moves on.

Since graduating in 1997 with a Bachelor of Arts, Visual Arts Sophie
has been actively involved in arts organisations which work to assist
artists in promoting and exhibiting their art work.

/f‘l look forward to my new role
the Executive Officer of ECA,
working to engage and promote
the Indigenous community of
Esperance. There are many
talented artists in Esperance who |
am keen to work with in
developing ways to enrich their
artistic careers. | am also looking
forward to working with the young
people from the region, giving
them a voice in the artistic

Qommunity of Esperance.’
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She says’ ‘| have had a
growing passion and
practical involvement with

community arts both in the
city and regionally in the
Pilbara  and now in
Esperance. | am privileged
to have been involved in the
Kerry Stokes Art Collection,
Coordinator and Curator of
the Cossack Art Award
2009, a founding member of
the ‘Freerange’ Gallery and
have worked closely with
indigenous communities in
the Pilbara and Perth.’

Mary Rogers would like to
thank the Esperance
community for their support
during her time working for
ECA and says she looks
forward to returning to
Esperance after her travels.

‘I love Esperance. It has
been a huge learning
experience for me and |
have enjoyed the challenge
and interaction with a
community that has so
much to offer.’
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Western Australian
Community Foundation

, Emergence
The Emergence project is funded
Dby i+ -Disability in  the  Arts,
Arts a@&@@}’% age .in the Arts (DADAA)
Smafuaérg%%rm'é‘rgg%ra' small ol
' fun(}ing rou and has been an
exciting partnership developed by
Esperance, Community Arts. The
pilot project is looking at ways for
art groups and people with a
Espermg(iaasg‘g!u}%ag{iz‘mwgal health illness to
access arts groups that are already
established in Esperance. We
_believe that people with a disability
and mental health iliness have a lot
1o ofter art groups = and
organisations and the project aims
- to facilitate a process that this can
( \/”gf"?[f.e ggcouraged and developed for
S ther bvious benefits of everyone
involved. If you would like to know
" _more please give Sophie Davidson

a call on 90721158.
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Late Breaking News!
Esperance artist Dewi Hyde is the recipient of
the prestigious and much coveted Regional Arts
Fund $25,000 mid-career artist Mentorship
funding.
The project ‘Southeast by Southwest’ is a one
year mentorship with photographer John Austin
that will develop and explore traditional
photography practice and skills.
Country Arts WA noted that ‘the project
demonstrated a high level of artistic skills to be
developed as well as strong support from arts
agencies.’
Esperance Community Arts is proud to be
supporting this project as an auspice body.

Newsflash!
Disability in the Arts and
Disadvantage in the Arts
(DADAA) were also
successful in their recent
application to Regional Arts
Fund for a 6 year residency
proposal for the Esperance
region.

More details to follow soon.

Pathways to the Arts

Sophie Davidson has been
working hard to research
and develop a pathway for
our community to use to
gain a broader access to
the arts in Esperance. As a
peak arts body in
Esperance this ‘Pathway’ is
part of promotion of the arts
in general but also acting as
a central or coordinated
point of contact or
organisation that can brings
all the arts activities and the
community together in a
cohesive way. Pathways to
the Arts will connect
businesses with artists; it
will connect government
with facilities and tourism
with art. The scope of the
project is similar to the
saying ‘the sky is the limit’
and will be a huge
collaboration of the
communities resources,
energy, enthusiasms and
engagement so watch this
space for more information.




At the Bijou Theatre

Coming up at the Bijou Theatre is the ETG production of A Christmas
Carol. This pantomime adaptation promises to entertain theatre goers
W0 W] of all ages.
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The underlying story Dickens
penned continues to give the same
Christmas message, however the
introduction of Dame Grimble, Ah Choo,
Whackem, Snatchem, and others, provides
for many comical action packed moments.
We follow the journey of Priscilla and Jacko
from modern day Esperanceto 1860's
England and back.

Performances are from 27th November - 12th December
Buy your tickets online at  www.thebijoutheatre.org.au__ or
at the Esperance Civic Centre

Local artist Bruce Malloch pictured

Ejrlegan,ce at work here, is featured in the
r rai H
&A P 7333 latest Esperance Art Trail.

Updated Esperance Art Trail Guide
brochures will be available before Christmas from the
ECA office and the Visitors Centre in the Museum
Village.

www.esperancearttrail.org.au

Also along the Art Trail you will find .....

STEPHANIE'S STUDIO

ey Stephanie Stacey is an award winning artist working
in a realistic style creating oils, pastels and
watercolours. Some works portray yachts, jetties
and local seascapes. Others show the hidden
Esperance, the beautiful lakes and wildflowers. She
enjoys painting in different scales from dramatic
triptychs 2 metres in length, murals, and small
intricate works such as detailed wildflower studies in
watercolour. Her studio is a beautiful spacious air-
conditioned  working  studio/gallery set in
picturesque gardens on the outskirts of Esperance. The gallery also features
Stephanie’s vibrant silks scarves and wall hangings. Her art classes and silk painting
workshops are popular throughout the year.

Stephanie’s Studio is open Saturday and Sundays 10am — 4pm and other times,
happily, if you ring her first on 90715562 in case she is out painting! You can also visit
her website www.stephaniesstudio.com.au
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Message from the Chair
As Esperance Community Arts winds down for 2009 it is a time
to reflect on how far ‘The Journey” has taken us this year.
It is also a time to farewell Executive Officer Mary Rogers, who
will be leaving us on the 7" December, and welcoming Sophie
Davidson into the Executive role.
2009 has been a time of significant development as the
partnership approach to delivering community based arts
projects embarked on by ECA has borne fruit and with the skills,
expertise of Mary Rogers and support of the member groups
through the ECA peaks art body structure there is now a solid
foundation from which to further develop the arts in the way that
the community has told us they want and from a lovely premises
in Museum Village that also features local art work.
Among the great news stories of 2009 is the development of the
Lake Monjingup project which will incorporate public art and art
practice; the very successful partnership with the Festival of the
Wind Committee and the very special TranscenDANCE that
allowed people of all ages to join in a dance performance
depicting a day in the life of the wetlands; hosting the Category A
meeting; our partnership with the Cannery through the Shire’s
CDF funding; and successful funding for the DADAA project
which is about assisting people with disabilities to access the
arts.
Through the newsletter you will be aware of the diverse ways in
which the opportunity has been developed for people to engage
with the arts, and the new programme for 2010 will build on that.
Thanks to the work of Mary Rogers and the committee, 2010 will
also be a time where the current project “Pathway to the Arts”
will establish a framework for individuals and groups to engage
with the arts and where business, government, tourism and other
groups will have the kind of interaction with the arts that will be
able to improve the sustainability of community arts into the
future. It is also where individuals will be able to access
information, support and mentorship to help create the kind of
future they want in the arts whether they choose to stay here or
be helped to move onto the places and people that will help them
develop the art practice of their choice.
The very valuable and exceptional work of Mary Rogers has
allowed ECA to develop from our role as peak arts body to a
broad based arts organisation that can now support people
across the whole spectrum of art based practice in a way that is
more sustainable and one in which community partnerships are
the foundations of how ECA now works. Mary’s role in working
with the community has been far reaching and has been about
relationship building and bringing the level of professionalism to
the arts that has changed people’s views on the way we work.
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This role has also been about valuing the work of individuals and groups and helping to
extend their capacity in what they do and in many cases Mary has been mentor,
encourager and friend and | feel Esperance has been very fortunate to have someone
with so many wonderful attributes in the position during this important development
stage. | wish Mary every success and happiness in the next phase of her journey and
look forward to seeing her back in Esperance in the future.
As we move into 2010 | would like to thank all of you who have given your time and
support to the arts in this region and helped to make 2009 such a success. In particular
I would like to thank our funding bodies Country Arts WA, Healthway, the Shire of
Esperance and Lotterywest for their continued support, Mary Rogers, the ECA
Committee, volunteers and Karen Collins for producing the newsletter.
On behalf of all at ECA | wish you a safe and happy Festive Season and look forward
to introducing Executive Officer Sophie Davidson to you in 2010.

Thuriyya lbrahim

It is with sadness and quite a lot of excitement that | say goodbye to the Esperance
community and Esperance Community Arts for a while as | head over to the cooler
climes of the northern hemisphere.

Working with the community and living in Esperance has been a huge challenge and
has brought me much experience and knowledge for which | am grateful; | have learnt
many things from many people and will be able to use this in my future endeavours
whatever and where ever they take me.

Working for Esperance Community Arts has been my greatest pleasure with a strong
and vibrant committee that has a vision and stability that has only strengthened my
position and allowed the organisation to grow into what it is today — an organisation that
promotes and believes in the arts as integral to a healthy community life.

I must make a special mention of the Chair Thuriyya Ibrahim, who has, in my opinion,
been an anchor, visionary and inspiration to me and the organisations growth. As my
line manager she has always been there when | needed her; a shoulder to cry on when
things got too much; a person to bounce ideas off and someone to have a laugh with
when things got ridiculous.

I am pleased to be handing over to Sophie Davidson

who is excited and keen to take on the Executive

Officer's position. She won the position against some

strong contenders based on her experience and |

believe this will hold her in good stead for the future

developments of ECA - and she is also a really nice

person too!

Please make Sophie welcome in our community and |

look forward to returning soon to take on other

challenges and living once again in the beautiful town

of Esperance.

Thanks to you all!



~ Book online at www.esperanceciviccentre.com
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Police Sergeants Quarters

at Museum Village

Esperance Community Arts is now
at the Museum Village and if you
haven't been in to see us already
please come in soon. We have a
changing selection of artists and
their work and we also promote arts
activities in Esperance. The Old
Police Sergeants Quarters is a
beautiful setting for our office and it
attracts many people visiting the
area and having the opportunity to
promote artist in this way is great.

We are open weekdays
from 9am-5pm.

If you need a venue for a small meeting or gathering (max. 10 people) please consider
using our venue as we have tables and chairs as well as wireless internet for guests
and kitchen facilities all included in a low hire fee. Evenings and day bookings are
available by calling ECA on 90721158



From the Cannery Desk

What's on at the Cannery

NEW CANNERY MANAGER

I would like to introduce myself as the new Cannery Manager. |

feel privileged to be involved with the Cannery and look forward to

working with the Committee, to bring to you, a full programme of

workshops, events and exhibitions! | welcome any input, ideas

and thoughts you may have for the centre, please contact me at

the Cannery. Shannan Gillespie

ART STOCKTAKE SALE Nov 2 — Jan 15

Looking for original Xmas presents or wanting to expand/start your own collection?
The Cannery Art Stocktake Sale has local artwork at bargain prices!

We are calling for weekend gallery sitters for the duration of the sale. A great way to
promote your artwork! We are still accepting artworks for this exhibition, please
contact the Cannery office for terms and conditions

CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP Dec 5th

Parents, do you need some time to go Xmas shopping? Kids, are you looking to
make a special something for Xmas?

Advent calendar and gift tags: 9-11am Christmas Tree decorations:  2-4pm
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST — TUTORS

The Cannery is looking for new tutors to teach children’s school holiday workshops,
adult and youth classes during 2010. This is a rewarding experience, so brush up on
your creative skills and pick up a tutors information package from the Cannery,
design your own creative workshop and get ready for some fun.

All children’s tutors require a current ‘Working With Children Check’ (forms available
from the Post Office).

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - ART N CRAFT EXHIBITION

Calling on art ‘n crafters for an exhibition planned early January 2010 at the
Cannery.

For further details contact Jeanette Moller 90714715 or Maggie Yeend 90715098
CALLING FOR IDEAS

As the New Year approaches the Cannery Art Centre is beginning work on our next
5 year business/strategic plan. We welcome input from all our members, so if you
have any ideas for programmes, infrastructure, events, no matter how big or small
we want to hear them!

HEALTHWAYS GRANT

The Cannery Art Centre is pleased to announce that we have been successful in
gaining a Healthway grant to fund Young at Art, a youth arts programme to be run
over the entire of 2010.

300 CLUB - a unique initiative targeted at dynamic companies and individuals who
want to contribute to The Cannery Arts Centre while at the same time enhancing
their professional networks and business acumen. A fully tax deductable pledge of
$300 will raise money needed to cover administration costs by employing a much
needed Centre Coordinator. Call the Cannery for details

THE CANNERY ARTS CENTRE
Norseman Road, Esperance, WA 6450
T: 0890713599 F: 089071 3588 E:canneryartscentre@westnet.com.au
Office hours Mon — Fri 9.00am — 5.00pm
Gallery Open Mon — Fri 10.00am — 4.00pm Sat & Sun 1.00pm — 4.00pm
Shop open daily 1.00pm — 4.00pm
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Esperance
Community

Arts

Commnity Ernchment Threugh the Ars

Esperance Community Arts s financially supported by Country Arts WA | Shire of Esperance ,
Lotterywest, Department of Culture and the Arts and Healthway Act, Belong, Commit
This newsletter is compiled mainly from articles and information obtained from art
groups in and around the Esperance district. Anyone with art related news to impart is
welcome to submit their articles to ECA for inclusion in the next quarterly issue.

Printed copies are available free of charge to members of ECA. Electronic copies are
available from the ECA website www.esperancecommunityarts.org.au Arrange your
printed copy through ECA or join the e-mailing list by calling Mary 90721158 or: by
sending an email to admin@esperancecommunityarts.org.au
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A newsletter published by
ESPERANCE COMMUNITY ARTS INC.
Police Sergeants Quarters, Museum Village POSTAGE
P O Box 708, Esperance WA 6450 PAID
Telephone/Fax 90721158
Email: admin@esperancecommunityarts.org.au ESPERANCE

Keeping mentally healthy is as important as keeping physically healthy
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