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Esperance Yarning and Healing Dolls was inspired by the Yamitji ‘Dolls and Yarning’ project, run in Geraldton and Northampton in
2012, and bought to our attention by Megs Sims (Escare). This was one of many projects informed b;' workshops focussed on traditional
Aboriginal craft techniques run in 1994 by Nalda Searles and Pantjiti Mary Maclean for the Narrogin Aboriginal Corporation and

the Town of Narrogin. The doll-making techniques were revived again in Narrogin in 2010 as part of Community Arts Network WA's
Wheatbelt program. The Esperance project was led by Narrogin-based Noongar artists Geri Hayden and Marcelle Riley who made four
visits over twelve months, to teach decades-old Noongar doll-making techniques, basket-making and eco-dyeing. Over 100 people of all
ages from a range of backgrounds par_gcipated. In between Geri and Marcelle’s visits, participants also had opportunities to meet together
to continue their work with local fagilitator Colleen Frost.«
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All participants were invited to exhibit their dolls at the end of the project. A pop-up gallery was established for three weeks in an
empty shop space in the centre of town and 45 individual dolls were displayed with a selection of woven baskets and eco-dyed fabrics.
Participants were also invited to share stories about their dolls for the exhibition. These are included in the catalogue alongside the
images and an important part of the healing process associated with the project. The dolls were also exhibited at the Esperance Public
Library and \?sperance Community Arts Space.

The workshops encouraged community members to come together, to celebrate their families, to build solid relationships and to create
beautiful, unique dolls and other handmade treasures. This project has been a wonderful collaboration between artists and participants,
suppo{tql by Esperance Community Arts, Escare Incorporated, Seawater Families and a number of other community organisations.
Funding nas provided by Depa(tment of local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries
(Culture & Arts WA) and by Lotterywest
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As a local facilitator, when I first started I had no experience in doll-making or eco-dyeing. I learilqd eco-dyeing first. That was amazing;
once I started, I didn’t want to stop and I've enjoyed every aspect of the learning process. The first little doll I made was practice, then |
made my Nana doll. She turned out solid. I made 3 dolls altogether.

'lh'e‘Esperance Yarning ﬁa'Healing Dolls project has made a positive contribution to our community. Having a lot of Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people show up and participate was good. It gave everyone involved an opportunity to express their creativity and
encouraged them to share their stories through the amazing dolls they created. '

I hope being able to tell a story fm? their life experiences brought the ladies some healing, as it did for me. Thanks to Geri and Marcelle
for providing us with their experience and all their knowledge. .
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Esperance Community Arts offers administrative and mentoring support to our members and to other individuals and organisations
engaged in arts-related community projects. We facilitate, and contribute to, a variety of arts programs that aim to increase community
participation by supporting community members to work together, access local resources, expand social networks and express creativity,
identity and belonging.

We believe the arts can be an important vehicle for community health and wellbeing and we collaborate with our local and external
partners to support those outcomes. It has been a great privilege to work with our all partners and with the artists and participants
involved in the Esperance Yarning and Healing Dolls project. There have already been a number of requests to continue and extend this
project, strong evidence that has bee.x;_i'ﬁvell received.
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We look forward to supporting similar projects and partnerships in the future. \

o
Escare Incorporated is a not-for-profit community organisation that has been supporting the Esperance community for 35 years. Our

mission is: “To increase the capacity of individuals and families, to assist with daily living challenges, and to enrich community life". Our
phllosopli‘y is that "All people are dntferent but equal and have the right to be treated with respect and dignity". \

The E.spgr;lnce Yarning and Healmg Dolls is the result of a partnershlp between Escare and Esperance Community Arts This project
is so much more than yarning! It was a vessel to increase awareness and create opportunities for people to build relationships and have
. tonireﬁﬁtjoqs which is vital to a strong and vibrant, inclusive community.

Escareis proud to be a part of this amazing project contributing to building a community that recognises, appreciates and has respect for
the uniqueness and value of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their cultures. Cohgratulations to all involved!
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This name was given to me by my old
Borwan (old man) on the Narrogin Reserve
(Rifle Range Reserve) 60yrs ago. 'm proud
of this name and when I was 35yrs old my

Mum took me aside and told me about the
name and why I was named “DUMBAART”
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This doll represents my Aboriginal culture. I
grow up learning a lot about my culture and I'm
very proud to be an Aboriginal. I have lots of
memories growing up in the bush with my mob
and listening to my elders telling stories.
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My dolls are based on my daughter
and my little brother. Jorja and Max
have so much of my heart.

I had my little brother living with me
and my daughter on and off since

he was tiny, till he was about 2 and

a half. He has just always been my
little man. My daughter-my mini-
me, is always making me smile. I

am loving watching them grow up,
even though sometimes I miss them
being those tiny little humans, barely
talking properly and walking around
in their nappies.
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This is my mother Kathleen she
has helped me with my two girls.
[ am now her full-time carer and
now have been doing this for

15 years.
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This is Patricia she is my baby girl and
everyone knows her as Patty.

Patty loves to play dress ups at home she isa
child that loves to be outside all the time.

If her father is outside in the garden, she will
be right outside with Dad helping.
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This doll represents the
similarities of culture with
North African and the
Australian Aboriginal women,
which dates back to the
colonisation times.
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“Thank you”. Suzanne P “Thank you to all the beautiful people who come togethéf and shared” Jo Matchitt
“Enjoyed tile display ind the stories”. Kelly  “Thank you for sharing, beautiful” Charmaine Bickers

“Very interesting, enjoyed the stories and artwork” Fitzy = “Need more exhibitions in town, awesome.” Mel Slade
“So great to see all the artwork from all of the workshops, come together, so beautifllxlly‘exhibited.”

“I liked it” “Very beaugiﬁﬂ and they have great stories about their Dolls” “It was amazing”

“Too deadly!” Kevin Reynoids jnr “What a beautiful exhibition! The stories were incredible!'; Lynley Neill
“Thought provoking.” “A very moving exhibition, lovely” Carole King “Beautiful stories!” Michelle
“Awesom\e display.” “I loved the Nannas and the biker Dad. Ta!” Penny Wood “Great.” Nicky Whitby

“It was wonderful, empowering and thought provoking to participate in this as the symbolism touches heart and soul”
“]qst beautiful” Tammy-Dee Dunn “May this be the first of many, well done!” Barbara Henry

“Beau&ful Shirley Schmitt' "Lovely dolls, sad stories but positive work” “Very interesting dxsp}gy Marg Gillespie ;ﬂ

“Wh?t talented Community Members we have, awesome display.” Natalie Symonds

“WOW! Al the dolls and stories were amazingi I loved it” Jaimie Laing “Beautiful-very powerful”

“If I had not been walking, I would have missed the display, really enjoyed.” Mar B “So lovely, Thank you.”
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First Published 2018 by Esperance Commumt) Arts, Esperance WA 6450

Phone (08) 90721158

This book is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, critism or review, as permitted under the
copyright Act 1968. No part of this publication. may be reproduced by any means without the prior written permission of the copyright
owner. .

Complied by: Colleen Frost, Jennell Reynolds, Wanika Close
Photographs by: Jayden Walker, Natalie Symonds, Jane Mulcock, Jennell Reynolds

Enquiries should be made to the publisher.
The moral rights of the 'contributing}uthors have been asserted.
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