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Video editing is the process of manipulating and rearranging video footage, audio, 
graphics and text to tell a visual story.  

It’s come a long way since the old days of motion picture film editing, which involved 
cutting and splicing negative or tape and then physically gluing them back together 
- an intricate process that left little opportunity for further alterations. Now we 
have digital files and non-linear editing software offering an endless combination of 
options for editing videos and films. 

Video clips are arranged on a timeline, music tracks, titles, graphics and special 
effects are added and the finished program is rendered into a finished video which 
can be uploaded online - to a web page or video hosting platform such as YouTube, 
Facebook, Instagram or other social media, or copied to a cloud based storage 
system like DropBox or Google Drive, or physical device such as a DVD or USB stick 
for archiving. 

If you’ve planned your video well, editing will be a staged process of laying your 
footage into a ‘timeline’ and rearranging it to match your storyboard or script. 

Editing generally works in 3 stages -  

• Story and Pre-Production - organising all your assets (video, sound, graphics, any 
photos, etc) into bins or folders, compiling and reviewing your footage in your 
editing software , laying it in the timeline ready to edit with 

• Rough Cut - assembling the clips in the right order and cutting them to suit your 
story, adding transitions, adjusting audio, adding music and any titles or lower thirds 

• Fine Cut - fine tuning the timeline, then colour correcting the vision and adding any 
special effects or filters, before rendering and exporting your completed video 
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